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These past few months have
been a test of management ability
for several in our community.  With
most of the companies having
reduced incomes, most have looked
at reducing the expense side in order
to continue to show a profit and stay
in business.  One of those expenses,

unfortunately, has been the Chamber dues.  I would like
to discuss the advantages of Chamber membership and
try to persuade you of the benefits of your Chamber
dues and how they effect your business relationships
with other members and with this community.  

I know I am preaching to the choir, but the
Chamber dues have great benefit to you.  Not only does
the income from those dues pay for a staff to answer
questions from local consumers and businesses about
what is available in Bedford County, but they send out
and answer questions to many that are coming into or
through this community on a daily basis.  I don’t know
if you do this or not, but when traveling, a Chamber
Web site or phone call can help clear up questions I
have about a local tourist attraction, a shop or restau-
rant that has some interest to me.  Most of these I found
out about because of the web site or membership list on
the Chamber page.  Visit the Chamber’s web site and
look up several places within our community at
www.shelbyvilletn.com, and compare what your
Chamber offers.

Additionally, our Chamber serves as the office for
the Economic Development and Tourism headquarters.
When prospective companies (or individuals) come
into town or call upon this office, it is this same team
that answers questions and gets them to the right place
(or items) to encourage them Bedford County is the
place to be.  

Another benefit of the Chamber is the social side of
the membership.   There is hardly a week that goes by
that the Chamber is not hosting a ribbon cutting for a
new business (or reopening of existing) or a coffee or
afternoon gathering for Chamber members.  I know I
get caught up in my day-to-day duties and miss sever-
al of these opportunities, but this benefit gives each
member the advantage of knowledge of each other’s
businesses so that if a tourist, new member of the com-
munity, or business comes to my office and asks about
what this community has to offer, I can draw from the
experience of being in my fellow Chamber members
business (or hearing from that member) what they have
to offer so I can pass that knowledge along.
Sometimes I don’t get the customer, but someone in the
community does, and that benefits everyone.

Finally, one of the greatest benefits is the ability to
send bulk advertising throughout the Chamber mem-
bership list.  Let’s say you are having a horse show to
raise funds for the Chamber (and we thank you), by
preparing a flyer electronically and submitting it to the
Chamber office the staff can bulk e-mail
to the Chamber membership and you have just reached
close to 500 members, some of which will post it in
their offices and possibly reach many times that num-
ber.  Not too bad for the small price of Chamber dues.

I know this has all been told to you before, or you
would not have joined the Chamber.   It is now that this
advantage is most precious to your business and not a
time to cut this small cost.  As I will always state, if
you have any questions for or about the Chamber,
please feel free to call upon the staff or one of the offi-
cers.  We cannot help you if we don’t know what is on
your mind.  

Have a safe summer,
Scott Cocanougher

Chamber Membership Has Many Benefits

SCOTT COCANOUGHER
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The Promotions Committee of Main Street Shelbyville has landed the State Level of an ICS Sanctioned Chili
Cook-Off. The event took place the second weekend in July (the same weekend as the Mule and Donkey Show.)
Pre-registered were “chili heads” from California, Kentucky and all around Middle Tennessee. The consciences
even before the event was held, is that making this an annual event could be very promising.

On August 25, several second floor Uptown Lofts will be on tour as part of Main Street’s “Celebration in
White”. This fundraiser will be a serenade to the end of summer and will highlight the livability of the Historic
Uptown District.

The last part of October will bring out “The Real Scare Crows of Bedford County.” Just added to “The
Splendor of Autumn Festival Series,” individuals and schools will be asked to create a scare crow and place it at
a lamp post and the Uptown Square. The scare crows will be judged by the public, and winners will be
announced in several categories.

For complete Uptown Calendar of Events and updates visit the Main Street Shelbyville website at
www.uptown-shelbyville.com.

Main Street Shelbyville Hosts State Event

Welcome New Members
S&V Auction

Little Miracle Daycare / Pre-School
Factory Connection

Joe’s Dine In & Carry Out
MMA Creative, Inc.

Tennessee Rehabilitation Center at Shelbyville
Red Rooster Bed & Breakfast
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“If you continue doing the same thing, you should
expect the same results.”  The Bell Buckle Chamber
of Commerce explored that theory in depth earlier this
year during 2009 planning and strategy meetings and
took some new direction this year. With the economy
taking the forefront from our stores to our town budg-
et meetings to our residents, there is very little time to
sit back and enjoy past successes.  In that vein, the
Chamber took advantage of a Department of Tourism
grant to produce two commercials; one of which
recently aired on Channel 5 promoting a “Mothers’
Day Giveaway” drawing.  Results were enormously
successful.

In addition, both the Town and the Chamber
worked as a team to help with the world convention of
GeoWoodstock VII for geocachers on May 23rd this
year.  Organizer Brad Simmons did a magnificent job
in effectively communicating between the entities
making for one of the most enjoyable events ever seen
in Bell Buckle.  One of the group’s mottos is to leave
a place better than they found it.  The Bell Buckle
Chamber of Commerce would like to salute everyone
involved as they certainly left all of us better for hav-
ing gotten to know them if only for a brief time.

At the time this goes to print, Bell Buckle will
have just completed its annual Motorcycle Day and
15th annual RC-Moon Pie Festival.  These events are
managed all through the dedication and sweat equity
of volunteers.  The RC-Moon Pie Festival was named
a 2009 Southeastern Tourism Society Top 20 event
and remains a family favorite throughout Tennessee.  

The 2nd Annual Tennessee Shakespeare Festival
was held once again on the Webb School grounds
with a repeat of last year’s wildly successful perform-
ance of “A Midsummer’s Night Dream” on June 26-
28 and July 3-5 and the season’s newest production of
“Romeo and Juliet” on July 10-12 and July 16-19.
The Bard is back in Bell Buckle and not to be missed.

Bell Buckle is quite pleased to finally announce
the opening of its new Amphitheater in the Bell
Buckle Park.  The grand celebration of its inaugural
performance was held on Saturday, July 4th with
Uncle Tom’s Band performing from 7-9pm and fire-
works following.  Everyone was encouraged to bring
a picnic dinner and enjoy the sounds of Southern
Rock and Roll and celebrate an amphitheater that has
been SEVEN years in the making!  There was no

charge for the event.
No time to sit back and enjoy any lazy days of

summer.  Not with the 2nd Annual Best of the Butts
Barbeque Cook Off coming Saturday, September 5th
sponsored by George Dickel Distillery to benefit the
Bell Buckle Park.  Be sure to come and taste all 24
different entries and vote for your favorite for the
People’s Choice Award. Check
www.BellBucklePark.info for more details later this
summer.

The Bell Buckle Park was recently awarded the
2009 Rebuild Tennessee Award on April 29th at the
TDDA Annual Legislative Dinner.  The Bell Buckle
Tree Board has completed the requirements and sub-
mitted an application for the Park to be certified as a
Level I Arboretum which consists of planting and
identifying 30 species of trees.  We continue to move
our interests forward and to plan for a future that ben-
efits the unique aspects of our town.  Keeping what
works is great, but Bell Buckle continues working,
planning, creating, and most importantly doing what
needs to be done to stay successful.

Lastly but most importantly, Bell Buckle recently
celebrated the life and achievements of Chief James
Elkins who passed away earlier this year.  Chief
Elkins served as Bell Buckle’s Fire Chief for 42 years
and was a decorated veteran of World War II.  Bell
Buckle Volunteer Fire Department is a tribute to Chief
Elkins’ dedication and love of his duty and communi-
ty.  State Senator Jim Tracy was instrumental in a
Senate Joint Resolution passed on May 20, 2009, hon-
oring Chief Elkins, his family, and his life. He was
one of Bell Buckle’s most loved citizens and will be
dearly missed by all.

Bell Buckle Takes New Direction
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